
March 17, 2014 

REALTORS® FRONT AND CENTER IN 2014 SESSION 
REALTORS® from across the state took center-stage at the Alabama Statehouse Wednesday for the annual AAR 
REALTOR® Day. They canvased the halls and offices of the Legislature to tout the AAR 2014 agenda and to lobby for 
private property rights. As the session winds down, this effort could pay dividends in completing a very productive session. 
As of this date, several AAR priority bills have passed and have been signed by the Governor. Others are working their way 
toward final passage. Most importantly, no bill that adversely impacts REALTOR® business has made its way through the 
hopper without an AAR amendment to mitigate potential impact on REALTOR® business.    

 

LANDLORD TENANT PASSES HOUSE 98-0 
SENATE VERSION ONE STEP AWAY FROM GOVERNOR’S DESK 
Tuesday afternoon, the House version of the Landlord Tenant Bill, HB523, passed the House of Representatives by a vote 
of 98-0. Never before has such a bill on such a sensitive subject been so well received in the legislature although a showdown 
was expected. No legislator rose to question the bill or its provisions despite negative news articles designed to question the 
integrity of our bill sponsors and the motives of our members. This is in no small part due to the grassroots efforts from 
REALTORS® in every corner of the state.  

On Wednesday, the Senate version of the Landlord Tenant Bill, SB291 sponsored by Sen. Del Marsh, R-Anniston, was 
before the House Commerce and Small Business Committee. The committee was joined by the House sponsor of the 
companion bill HB523, Rep. Paul Beckman, R-Prattville. The room was packed with REALTORS®. Every available seat and 
all available standing room was occupied by your members in support of this important legislation. House security blocked 
further entrants to the room for lack of space but allowed the committee room door to be left open so the overflow crowd 
could listen from the hall to the dialogue about the bill. 

Committee Chair Jack Williams, R-Vestavia Hills, called the meeting to order. Rep. Kurt Wallace, R-Maplesville, moved for a 
favorable report. Rep. Barry Moore, R-Enterprise, seconded the motion. SB291 received a unanimous favorable report from 
the committee. Rep. Williams thanked the REALTORS® in attendance for their support of this important legislation to 
property owners across Alabama. 

On Thursday, HB523 received a first reading in the Senate and was assigned to the Senate Judiciary Committee chaired by 
Sen. Cam Ward, R-Shelby. The AAR team is working to get HB523 on the committee agenda as soon as this week. 

Also on Thursday, SB291 received a second reading in the House and is now eligible for final passage.  

The passage of both bills provides two opportunities for the bill to get to the Governor’s desk as the session comes to a close 
and filibusters become more common. AAR will work both the House and the Senate to posture both bills for passage. The 
AAR team will work to get SB291 on the floor calendar at the next available opportunity. As the session winds to a close, this 
task becomes more difficult. Debate on the budgets is expected to trump any other business for the upcoming legislative 
days. 

 

REALTOR® BACKED ACRE BILL SAILS THROUGH HOUSE 
On Tuesday afternoon, HB416, sponsored by Rep. Terri Collins, R-Decatur, came up for final debate on the House floor. 
Monday afternoon, a letter in support of the ACRE bill from your AAR President was circulated to the members of the 
House and Senate. During the debate on the floor of the House, Rep. John Knight, D-Montgomery, approached the stand to 



ask whether the industry supported this legislation. Rep. Collins cited the letter from your AAR President on the floor of the 
house in confirmation of support from AAR and its members. Immediately following the exchange, Rep. Collins moved for 
final passage. HB416 passed by a vote of 94-1. 

The University of South Alabama Center for Real Estate is expected to receive funding in the education budget and as a 
result, members of the Mobile delegation have withdrawn their opposition to the ACRE bills HB416 and SB342.  

On Thursday HB416, received a First Reading in the Senate and is assigned to the Finance & Taxation Education 
Committee. Sen. Greg Reed, R-Jasper, the companion bill sponsor of the Senate version, SB342, is now working both bills 
in the Senate.  

 

U.S. SENATE PASSES HOMEOWNER FLOOD INSURANCE AFFORDABILITY ACT 
H.R. 3370 NOW GOES TO PRESIDENT 
The Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act of 2014, H.R. 3370, passed the U.S. Senate late Thursday afternoon. 
H.R. 3370 is a responsible and balanced solution to the dramatic flood insurance rate increases unintentionally triggered by 
the Biggert-Waters reforms to the National Flood Insurance Program. The bill now goes to the President to sign into law. 
Thanks to all of you who responded to the AAR and NAR calls to action on this issue. Here is the vote breakdown for the 
Alabama Senate delegation. 

 

RE-VALUATION OF SUBSIDIZED HOUSING PROPERTY BILL ON LIFE SUPPORT 
AAR is monitoring HB458, sponsored by Rep. Oliver Robinson, D-Birmingham, that received a harsh blow this week when 
it fell short of a Budget Isolation Resolution (BIR) vote and the bill failed on the House floor. There may still be time for the 
House or the Senate to keep the bill alive but it is definitely on life support.  The bill mandated that the property tax on 
Section 42 housing projects be valued on the income derived from the house rather than the method currently used where 
the tax due is calculated on appraised value. Supporters of the bill said that the reduction would provide incentives for 
developers to provide more affordable housing since these projects are federally subsidized and are rented at a lower price 
than the normal market rate. 
The Association of County Commissioners opposed the bill as it would have significantly reduced the property taxes paid by 
the owners of Section 42 housing projects. They told lawmakers that while an exact estimate of the potential loss of revenue 
from this bill is extremely difficult to make, a conservative estimate based on responses from 18 counties is that at least $7 
million will be lost for the state, counties, cities, local schools, volunteer fire departments and hospitals. 
 

 
 

The legislature will be on 
Spring Break March 24-28. 

YEAS 
Jeff Sessions 

NAYS 
Richard Shelby 
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