
March 10, 2014 

AAR WORK PAYS BIG DIVIDENDS 
LANDLORD TENANT PASSES SENATE, 
HOUSE VERSION SLATED FOR CONSIDERATION TUESDAY 
The tenacity of the AAR team continues to pay dividends as the priority Landlord Tenant Bill continues to sweep through 
the legislative process. While other bills are languishing, SB291, sponsored by Sen. Del Marsh, R-Anniston, landed on a 
Special Order Calendar in the Senate. As the day progressed into the night, Senators committed to continue work until this 
legislation could be brought up for debate. 

Protracted debate over the Birmingham Water Works Board threatened the evenings Special Order Calendar after 
Republicans voted for cloture and came up one vote short. When SB291 came up for debate, Sen. Marsh championed the 
merits of the legislation and the importance of the bill to property owners across Alabama. Sen. Rodger Smitherman, D-
Birmingham, offered a friendly amendment on the floor which was accepted and SB291 passed the Senate late Thursday 
evening. SB291 received a first reading in the House and is slated for consideration this week by the House Commerce and 
Small Business Committee. Rep. Jack Williams, R-Birmingham, has placed SB291 first on the agenda for the committee 
meeting Wednesday, March 12. 

In order to provide two vehicles for passage, AAR also spent time in the House Rules Committee to ensure that HB523, 
sponsored by Rep. Paul Beckman, R-Prattville, would be placed on the House Rules Committee calendar. Former bill 
sponsor Rep. Craig Ford, D-Gadsden, chose HB523 as his first choice for the rules calendar in the House. HB523 is 
expected to be debated on the House floor Tuesday. 

Special thanks this week go to Sens. Marsh, Smitherman and Jabo Waggoner, R-Vestavia Hills. In the House, special thanks 
go to Rep. Beckman, Rules Chair, Rep. Mac McCutcheon, R-Capshaw, Rep. Ford, and Rep. Jack Williams. 

 

KILGORE LOT TAKE DOWN MOVES IN COMMITTEE 
The AAR backed SB227, sponsored by Sen. Gerald Allen, R-Tuscaloosa, is awaiting a third reading after passing out of 
Governmental Affairs Committee with a substitute offered by the committee. The House companion HB46, sponsored by 
Rep. Chris England, D-Tuscaloosa, is postured for final passage by the Senate. 

 

U.S. HOUSE PASSES BIPARTISAN FLOOD INSURANCE AFFORDABILITY BILL 
The Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act of 2014, H.R. 3370, passed the U.S. House on Tuesday evening March 
4, 2013. H.R. 3370 is a responsible and balanced solution to the dramatic flood insurance rate increases unintentionally 
triggered by the Biggert-Waters reforms to the National Flood Insurance Program. The bill now goes to the Senate who 
passed similar legislation earlier this year.  

Thanks to all of you who responded to the AAR and NAR calls to action and contacted your representative in Congress to 
support H.R. 3370. Here is the vote breakdown for the Alabama congressional delegation. 

YEAS 
Bradley Byrne 
Martha Roby 
Mike Rogers 
Terri Sewell 

NAYS 
Mo Brooks 

Spencer Bachus 
Robert Aderholt 



INSURANCE BILL TO AID COASTAL HOMEOWNERS PASSES SENATE 
AAR monitored bill SB254 passed the Senate Thursday evening. Sponsored by Sen. Bill Hightower, R-Mobile, SB254 
provides credits against insurance premium taxes for private property insurance carriers who write wind coverage into 
homeowners’ insurance policies. The counties covered are those contiguous to the Gulf of Mexico and Mobile Bay and 
would also require the properties to be insured under the Alabama Insurance Underwriting Association at the time of the 
writing. 

The bill limits the amount of the tax credits in any tax year that may be claimed by the insurance carriers to $50,000. The bill 
received a first reading in the House and was assigned to the Ways and Means Education Committee. The bill is on the 
committee agenda for Wednesday, March 12.  

 

AAR WEIGHS IN ON VACATION OF ROADS 
BILL CLEARS FINAL COMMITTEE PRIOR TO PASSAGE 
HB148, sponsored by Rep. Ronald Johnson, R-Sylacauga, received a favorable report from the Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee and is postured for final passage. This bill would change the steps necessary for vacating roads in certain 
situations. Extensive negotiations have produced a compromise version of the bill that includes: 

 The failure of a county or city to vacate a road could only be appealed if all adjoining landowners to an unpaved road 
have petitioned for vacation and have joined the lawsuit. 

 On appeal, the court could only order the road vacated under specific and limited conditions. 

 Under current law, the motion to vacate a county road must be made by the commissioner representing the district 
where the road at issue is located. This would create limited circumstances where a majority of the commission could 
bring the vacation petition up for a vote without the support of that district’s commissioner. 

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE POWERS BILL CLEARS COMMITTEE, 
PROTECTS LANDOWNERS 
A substituted version of SB367, sponsored by Sen. Del Marsh, R-Anniston, was given a favorable nod this week in the 
Senate Governmental Affairs Committee. The bill proposes a constitutional amendment to grant counties certain 
administrative powers to develop programs and policy related to the operation of county government. The bill, as 
substituted, does the following: 

 Makes it clear that these powers would not supersede general or local laws; 

 Clarifies that the county commission could not use these powers to change the salary or duties of other elected officials; 

 Sets up a process for citizen input into any proposed programs, policies, or procedures by providing notice of and 
opportunity to be heard at a county commission meeting where such matters are to be considered. 

Of particular importance to AAR is the fact that the legislation in no way would grant counties the power to tax or affect 
citizens’ rights related to private property.  

 

BILL CHANGES PROCEDURES FOR PASSAGE OF LOCAL LAWS 
AAR is also monitoring SB258, sponsored by Sen. Cam Ward, R-Alabaster, which is a part of the package of Alabama 
Constitutional Revision Commission recommendations affecting county government. It is still pending committee action in 
the Constitution, Campaign Finance, Ethics, and Elections Committee. With the session winding down, the bill seems to be 
stalled. 

AAR SUPPORTED HOME BUYER’S INITIATIVE BILL BECOMES LAW 
Act #2014-88 was signed by Governor Robert Bentley this week. 

http://www.alabamacounties.org/wp-content/plugins/download-monitor/download.php?id=1428
http://www.alabamacounties.org/wp-content/plugins/download-monitor/download.php?id=1394


HOW TO IDENTIFY YOUR LEGISLATOR 

http://www.legislature.state.al.us/house/house_zipsearch.html 

http://www.legislature.state.al.us./misc/zipsearch.html 

 

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR 

http://www.legislature.state.al.us./house/representatives/houseroster_alpha.html 

http://www.legislature.state.al.us./senate/senators/senateroster_alpha.html 

House:   334-242-7600   Senate:  334-242-7800 

The proposal provides for a shorter advertising period and allows local legislation to be amended during the legislative 
process. Further it allows for debate and negotiation of local bills after introduction. If approved in a statewide vote, these 
changes would significantly change how local legislation is passed. 

 

HOMEOWNER’S BILL OF RIGHTS CLEARS FIRST HURDLE 

HB137, the Homeowner’s Bill of Rights, sponsored by Rep. Mac McCutcheon, R-Capshaw, received a favorable report in 
the Commerce and Small Business Committee. It received a Second Reading and is eligible for final House passage. With the 
companion bill, SB106, sponsored by Sen. Cam Ward, R-Alabaster, in the bowels of the Senate committee, it is unlikely 
either bill will get enough steam for final passage. AAR will continue to monitor this legislation. 

http://www.legislature.state.al.us/house/house_zipsearch.html
http://www.legislature.state.al.us./misc/zipsearch.html
http://www.legislature.state.al.us./house/representatives/houseroster_alpha.html
http://www.legislature.state.al.us./senate/senators/senateroster_alpha.html

