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PRIORITY LANDLORD TENANT BILL CLEARS COMMITTEE 

After reaching the halfway point and looming budget battles, it is more important than ever for AAR to use every tool to 
posture the remaining REALTOR® bills for final passage. Once a compromise version of the bill was reached late last week, 
Rep. Paul Beckman, R-Prattville, introduced HB523 on Thursday. Rep. Beckman is an attorney who deals frequently with 
landlord tenant laws on behalf of both landlord and tenants. 

The bill was in the House Commerce and Small Business Committee this week. Rep. Beckman advocated the merits and 
practical applications of amending the current law. Rep. Barry Moore, R-Enterprise, moved for a favorable report and Rep. 
David Colston, D-Hayneville, seconded. Reps. Kurt Wallace, R-Maplesville; Colston; Pebblin Warren, D-Tuskegee; Richard 
Baughn, R-Lynn; Moore; Mack Butler, R-Gadsden; and Chair Jack Williams, R-Birmingham, all moved for a unanimous 
favorable report. With the three-day work week it was able to receive a 2nd Reading this week and is now eligible for final 
House passage as early as next week. SB291, sponsored by Sen. Del Marsh, R-Anniston, is also postured for final Senate 
passage. 

A special thanks to Chair Williams who placed the bill on the agenda and allowed AAR to have more time to pass this 
important legislation. 

 

SENATE PASSES AAR-BACKED TAXPAYER BILL OF RIGHTS 

Late on Thursday, the AAR-backed Taxpayer Bill of Rights passed the Senate but not before several changes were made to 
the House version. AAR is part of the Business Association Tax Coalition, which has worked several years on legislation 
designed to be friendlier to those who appeal an audit. Currently a taxpayer appeals to the taxing governments and that has 
the appearance of having a vested interest in denying the claims. 

Under the bill, an Independent Alabama Tax Tribunal will hear the disputes over assessments involving income, privilege, 
sales, use rental and lodging taxes issued by the Department of Revenue, by cities or counties or by private auditing firms. It 
is believed that passage of the bill will save both administrative costs and legal fees for Alabama taxpayers pursuing the appeal 
process. The bill does not repeal the current law that allows for a further appeal to the circuit courts. The bill now goes back 
to the House for consideration of the substituted version. 

  

HOME BUYER’S INITIATIVE AWAITS GOVERNOR’S SIGNATURE 

The AAR-backed Home Buyer’s Initiative HB102, sponsored by Rep. Mike Hill, R-Columbiana, passed the Senate last week 
and awaits the Governor’s signature before becoming law. This bill would allow the Alabama Housing Finance Authority 
(AHFA) to establish a new program that would promote homeownership, while also reallocating Mortgage Guaranty Funds 
to a modified new home owner program. The program would be more adaptive to changing housing markets due to less 
program details in the legislation. 

  

AAR-BACKED KILGORE LOT TAKE DOWN AWAITS FINAL VOTE IN SENATE 

The bill to correct a lawsuit and aid in financing in the housing industry is one step from final passage. HB46, sponsored by 
Rep. Chris England, D-Tuscaloosa, is ready for a vote for final passage as early as next week in the Senate. It is supported by 
AAR and will allow for contracts on lots pending approval of the subdivision plat. The bill would allow pre-sale contracts 
prior to financing any land development and would fix problems caused in the 2009 ruling by the Alabama Court of Civil 
Appeals, in Kilgore Development, Inc. v. Woodland Place, LLC. 



HB474, introduced last week by Rep. Steve McMillan, R-Baldwin, was carried over. This bill addresses many of the issues in 
HB46 but also includes cities and is said to be more comprehensive in nature. Rep. McMillan said that a substitute version 
will be presented to the committee at its next meeting and will incorporate parts of the HB46 bill that will satisfy concerns 
from the counties. 
SB349, the companion bill to Rep. McMillan’s HB 474, was introduced by Sen. Trip Pittman, R-Daphne. SB 349 was 
carried over in the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee. 
 

MONITORED AAR LEGISLATION 

 Revaluation of Subsidized Housing 
HB458, sponsored by Rep. Oliver Robinson, D-Birmingham, was given a favorable report from the Commerce and 
Small Business Committee despite concerns from the cities and counties who believe the bill will cost local government 
significant dollars. It received a 2nd Reading and is eligible for final House passage. The Senate companion bill, SB379, 
sponsored by Sen. Jabo Waggoner, R-Vestavia Hills, remains in the Fiscal Responsibility and Accountability Committee.  

 Homeowner’s Bill of Rights 
HB137, sponsored by Rep. Mac McCutcheon, R-Capshaw, was carried over in the Commerce and Small Business 
Committee and is not slated for consideration next week. 

 Tax Levies 
SB400, sponsored by Sen. Paul Bussman, R-Cullman, received a favorable report. The bill would require all counties to 
levy property taxes in 2015, and thereafter require the commission to re-levy only if tax rates change. If passed, SB400 
will ratify all past levies approved by the commission. 

 County Limited Home Rule 
SB367, sponsored by Sen. Del Marsh, R-Anniston, was carried over in the Governmental Affairs Committee this week. 
The bill would give Alabama’s 67 counties power to establish their own personnel systems, animal control programs and 
traffic safety initiatives. Under the current Alabama Constitution, counties need to ask permission from the Legislature 
to do even some of the simplest tasks. This bill would give more local control to the counties. However, the bill still 
does not give counties the power over taxation or zoning, much to the delight of many property owners. 

 School Calendar 
HB454, sponsored by Rep. Donnie Chesteen, R-Geneva, received final House passage this week. The bill allows local 
school boards to determine their own start dates by district following only the 180 day requirement with no less than 
1,080 classroom hours. 

 

SENATE CONFIRMS ALABAMA REAL ESTATE COMMISSION MEMBERS 

Clifton Miller, Nancy Wright, and Cindy Denney have been confirmed by the Senate as members of the Alabama Real Estate 
Commission. Clifton Miller is an associate broker with Rise Real Estate in Madison and was the Huntsville Area Association 
of Realtors 2013 Realtor of the Year award recipient. Nancy Wright is an associate broker with Coldwell Banker Hill Real 
Estate in Cullman. And Cindy Denney is a broker with RealtySouth Tuscaloosa. 

HOW TO IDENTIFY YOUR LEGISLATOR 

http://www.legislature.state.al.us/house/house_zipsearch.html 

http://www.legislature.state.al.us./misc/zipsearch.html 

 

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATOR 

http://www.legislature.state.al.us./house/representatives/houseroster_alpha.html 

http://www.legislature.state.al.us./senate/senators/senateroster_alpha.html 
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