
This Christmas morning, 
hundreds of children woke up 
believers. The toys, games, bicycles, 
and clothing under the tree 
proved Santa had not forgotten 
them. Of course, Santa had a little 
help from Alabama One Credit 
Union members, volunteers, and 
employees. Operation Credit 
Union Christmas has been our 
holiday tradition for eight years. 
The brainchild of Edna Donahue, 
her husband, Donnie, along with 

News Briefs
Holiday Closings
Monday, January 16, 
2012 for Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day

Monday, February 20, 
2012 for Presidents’ Day

Annual Meeting
Make plans to attend your 
Credit Union’s Annual 
Meeting at 6:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 24, 
2012 at the Bryant 
Conference Center.

Hours of 
Operation
Main Office
Monday - Friday
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
(drive-thru open until 
6 p.m. on Friday)

BF Goodrich Branch
Monday - Friday
7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Pickens County Branch
Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. - 4:15 p.m.

Birmingham News 
Branch
Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

All Other Locations
Monday - Friday
8:30 a.m. - 5:15 p.m.

winter
2012

Operation Credit Union Christmas
The generosity of Credit Union members touched hundreds of children throughout Tuscaloosa,  Pickens 
and Jefferson Counties, as well as the Mount Vernon Community on Christmas morning. 

co-workers at the Northport 
Branch, it provides gifts for 
children that are less 45753 
fortunate and also provides hope 
for the families. 

As in past years, the Credit Union 
worked with local elementary 
schools to find children who 
needed a little extra attention 
from Santa. Your contributions 
through the purchase of candy 
and pictures, the donation of 

spare change, and the Skip-
A-Payment Program made it 
possible to purchase gifts for 
nearly 400 children in Tuscaloosa, 
Pickens, and Jefferson Counties, 
as well as the Mount Vernon 
community. The result? Smiling 
faces Christmas morning. Think 
of it as our Christmas gift to the 
communites we love. 

Thank you for your 
continued support. 

Member Owned. The Way I t Should Be. .

CEO’s Corner
2011.  It was an unforgettable year.  
The storms of April 27th wrought 
havoc, shattering the lives of the 
people of Alabama.

Yet, on April 28th, something 
miraculous happened.  Neighbors 
helped neighbors.  Strangers helped 
strangers.  And a flood of aid – 

material, financial, and spiritual – poured in.  As a 
result, the state began knitting itself together with the 
shared belief we can be stronger than ever.  Alabama 
One emerged stronger in 2011.  Despite the near miss 
of an F4 tornado at our Tuscaloosa Main Office and 
a challenging economy, we’ve grown and prospered 
thanks to the continued support of our member/owners.  
 
In the fall of 2011, Alabama One welcomed members of 
the former Birmingham News Employees Credit Union 
(BNECU) into our Credit Union, providing them the

Continued on page 2
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Credit Union employees and volunteers are shown participating in Operation Credit Union Christmas.

John Dee Carruth
Manager and CEO
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same great services you have 
come to expect.  This merger 

added an additional location in the 
Birmingham News office in Birming-
ham and made Jefferson County the 
21st county across the state that your 
Credit Union can now serve. With total 
assets near $600 million and total mem-
bership at approximately 57,000, 2012 
looks bright, and we are excited about the 
future and how we can serve you better.

Because community matters so much, 
we are always looking for ways to give
back to the community. In our eighth
year, we are pleased to report that 
Operation Credit Union Christmas 
provided a “Christmas to Remember” 
for nearly 400 children in the 
communities we now serve, while 
providing hope to the families for 
2012. This was an increase of 121 
children from 2010’s number. Thank 
you for your continued support of this 
worthwhile program. In addition, your 
Credit Union assisted with local little 
league organizations, supported United 
Way of West Alabama, Boy Scouts of 
America, Caring Days, Easter Seals 
West Alabama, and many more.  

As we enter 2012, it is our hope 
that it will bring joy and prosperity 
for you and your family.  And know 
that Alabama One is committed to 
continuing to serve its members and 
meet all of their financial needs. Thank 
you for your support and continued 
patronage of your Credit Union.  
Together, we will make a difference in 
our communities that we serve.

John Dee Carruth
Manager and CEO   

Presidential $1 Coin Program
The new James Garfield Presidential Dollar 
Coin is now available at your Credit Union. It is 
the 20th coin in the series. In addition, you can 
purchase display cases or collection folders for 
$3.50 each.

All proceeds from the sale of these items go to support 
Operation Credit Union Christmas. The next coin will honor President 
Chester A. Arthur and will be released in February.  Be sure to take advantage 
of this opportunity to collect a piece of history.
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Moola Moola Magical 
Money Monster Festival 

Moola Moola Club members and 
their families gathered October 
27th to celebrate our favorite little 
monster’s birthday at the 6th annual 
Moola Moola Magical Money 
Monster Festival. Over a 1,000 people 
attended the celebration and enjoyed 
fun games, prizes and food at the 

Bryant Conference Center. Kids were treated to a large inflatable pirate 
ship, a costume contest, face painting, photos with Moola Moola and 
the Moola Mobile and more. Credit Union employees and volunteers 
worked tirelessly to make this event a huge success. 

Moola Moola is an exciting savings club that teaches children ages 12 
and under the value of saving money. Become a member by opening an 
account with a minimum deposit of $5.00. When an account is opened, 
children receive a special Moola Moola and the Money Minders Club 
cash can to save for future deposits. The more you save, the more 25874 
rewards you earn. Rewards include T-shirts, stuffed animals, duffle 
bags, baseball bats and much more. 

Adopt-A-School News
Alabama One and its Adopt-A-School 
partner, Northport Elementary School, 
have worked very hard this quarter with 
special projects and events.  The annual 
“Crazy Hair Day” was one such event.  
For the privilege of donning a crazy 
hairdo for the day, students donated $1, 

and the $400 raised provided a special Thanksgiving meal for 8 families 
in the community.  The quarterly birthday bash was also a huge success as 
80147 children enjoyed food and special prizes.  In addition, the Credit 
Union donated $2,133 for the purchase of additional books for the 
school library.  Watch for more exciting news of future Adopt-A-School 
projects and events.   

Moola Members enjoying 
our annual festival.

Mr. Roberts presents Northport 
Elementary with a donation for the 
school library.

Visit www.alabamaone.org.



Board Authorizes 
Charter Members 
Scholarship Fund 
as Era Ends

Earlier this year, your 
Credit Union’s Board of 
Directors authorized the 
establishment of a Charter 

Members’ Scholarship Fund through Shelton 
State Community College as an era ended 
with the passing of the last two of seven 
charter members, Mr. Gray Hall and Mr. 
Wilton P. Gay.   The new scholarship fund 
provides two (2) $1,500 annual scholarships 
in recognition of the 7 charter members 
that started the Credit Union in 1951.  The 
two (2) charter members’ scholarships are in 
addition to the two (2) $1,500 volunteers’ 
scholarships that have been available to 
eligible Credit Union members for a number 
of years.  

All Credit Union members who are 
students at Shelton State are encouraged to 
apply.  Requirements include: 2354 proof 
of membership, full-time enrollment, and 
maintaining a 3.0 GPA.  The scholarship may 
be applied toward tuition, fees, and/or books.

For additional information, including 
deadlines to apply and requirements, visit 
www.sheltonstate.edu.  

Your Credit Union’s Annual Meeting 
has been scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 24, 2012 at the Bryant 
Conference Center. Three positions for 
the Board of Directors and one position 
on the Supervisory Committee become 
available this year. Your Nominating 
Committee met on December 15, 
2011.  Mr. Larry Sexton, Mr. Edwin D. 
Harrell, and Mr. Richard Powell were 
nominated to three-year terms on the 
Board of Directors. All three nominees 
are long time members of the Credit 
Union and have previously served on 
your Board of Directors. Mike Carr, 
Evelyn G. Pelt, and Martha Fincher 
were nominated for 1-year terms to 
the Supervisory Committee. All three 
nominees are long-time members of the 
Credit Union. Other nominees may be 
made by petition, signed by 2% of the 
members in the format listed as follows: 3

NOTICE
Membership as of November 30, 2011 
was 56,920. Each petition signature 
must be on a separate page (The 
Signature Page). Each Signature Page 
must contain all of the following: the 
printed name of the primary owner of 
the member account, the full address as 
shown on the member account, the date 
of birth of the primary account owner 
(mm/dd/yyyy), the last four digits of the 
social security number of the primary 
account owner, the signature of the 
primary owner of the member account 
(that matches the signature on file with 
the Credit Union). Each Signature 
Page must contain a statement that “the 
undersigned hereby certifies that he or 
she is the primary owner of the member 
account at Alabama One Credit Union 
and is at least 14 years of age.” All of the 
above-mentioned requirements must 
be met for a petition signature to be 

counted. (Sample Signature Pages with 
this information will be available at the 
Main Office of the Credit Union upon 
request.) Petitions must be submitted 
no later than January 31, 2012 and 
must be accompanied by a statement of 
qualifications, biographical data, and a 
signed certificate from the nominee or 
nominees stating that they are agreeable 
to nomination and will serve if elected to 
office. Elections will not be conducted by 
ballot, and there will be no nominations 
from the floor when there is at least one 
nominee for each position to be filled. 
In the event there is a need for voting, it 
will be done by mail ballot.

Darlene Wallace
Board Secretary
Alabama One Credit Union

Annual 
Meeting

Content developed by CUNA Brokerage Services, 
provided by Larry Zigli

While most of us need an estate plan, few of us 
actually take time to put one together.  Good 
news: It might not be as difficult as you think. 

Start with a Will 
A will provides for distribution of your assets, 
names a guardian for your minor children, and 
appoints an executor or personal representative 
to see that your wishes are carried out. If you die 
without a will, a court will make these decisions 
for you. 

Establish Powers of Attorney
Think through who you want to make important 
medical, legal and financial decisions for you 
if you can’t speak for yourself. Work with an 
attorney to draw up 100113287 all of the 
necessary powers of attorney to designate the 
right person to make those decisions for you. 

Minimize Estate-Tax Consequences
Work with both an estate planning attorney 
and a financial advisor that specializes in estate 
planning to develop a comprehensive plan that 
addresses both your needs while you’re alive and 
passes your remaining assets most efficiently 
after your death. 

Leave a Paper Trail
Make a list of your assets along with 
information to identify and locate the accounts. 
Make a second list of your liabilities, including 
loans, mortgages, and credit card obligations.

Simple Estate Planning for Everyone
Tell someone where this information is kept.  If 
you put these documents in your safety deposit box, 
designate someone to have authority to open the 
box without your presence or consent.

Start Today
A financial advisor can help you get started and 
recommend strategies to help you achieve your 
personal estate planning objectives.

Larry Zigli is a Financial Advisor with MEMBERS 
Financial Services located at Alabama One Credit 
Union. If you have any questions, or would like to 
provide feedback, regarding the information presented 
in this article, you may contact Larry at 205-507-
0032 or larry.zigli@cunamutual.com

Representative is not a tax advisor or legal expert. For 
information regarding specific tax situations, please 
contact a tax professional. For legal advice, consult 
an attorney. Representatives are registered, securities 
are sold, and investment advisory services offered 
through CUNA Brokerage Services, Inc. (CBSI), 
member FINRA/SIPC, a registered broker/dealer and 
investment advisor, 2000 Heritage Way, Waverly, 
Iowa 50677, toll-free (866) 512-6109. Nondeposit 
investment and insurance products are not federally 
insured, involve investment risk, may lose value and 
are not obligations of or guaranteed by the financial 
institution. CBSI is under contract with the financial 
institution, through the financial services program, 
to make securities 
available to 
members.



Locations
tuscaloosa county
Main Office
1215 Veterans Memorial Pkwy
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404

BF Goodrich Branch
4520 21st St
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401

Northport Branch
1501 McFarland Blvd
Northport, AL 35476

Highway 43 Branch
4750 Rose Blvd
Northport, AL 35475

Taylorville Branch
6822 Highway 69 S
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

Skyland Branch
3700 Skyland Blvd E
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405

Commons North Branch
4605 Rice Mine Rd NE
Tuscaloosa, AL 35406

Jack Warner Parkway Branch
1000 Jack Warner Pkwy NE
Tuscaloosa, AL 35404

Pickens county
Pickens County Branch
194 Reform St
Carrollton, AL 35447

Mobile county
Mount Vernon Branch
945 Coy Smith Hwy
Mt. Vernon, AL 36560

Jefferson county
Birmingham News Branch
2201 4th Ave N
Birmingham, AL 35203
(Serving former BNECU members)

Home Branch is always 
available at alabamaone.org

Your Credit Union participates in shared branching thru CU Service 
Centers (CUSC, Inc.). We provide members access to their accounts 
nationwide. To find a location, call 1-800-919-2872 or visit 
www.cuservicecenter.com 4

Your
Credit
UnionBoard of directors

William G. Roberts President / Chairman
Edwin D. Harrell Vice President
Darlene Wallace Secretary
Richard Powell Treasurer

Larry Sexton Director
A.D. Sanders Director
Flora Gay Director

supervisory committee 

Mike Carr Chairman
Evelyn G. Pelt Secretary
Martha Fincher

Win $20 In CASH!
Find your account number hidden 
somewhere in The Newsletter 
and you’re $20 richer. Call Traci 
at (205) 759-1595 ext. 120 if you 
find your account number.

party year 
countdown time
eve midnight 
day new
fun celebrate 
resolutions friends
noise balloons

New Year 
Word Search

New Year Maze
This little teddy is very sleepy! 

But while he is sleeping his 
balloons have drifted away. 

Can you help him find them?

From the Archives


